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	Backing for Belarusian

exile university 

in Vilnius


As part of its contribution to the process of democratisation in Belarus, the Nordic Council of Ministers is looking into ways of providing support for the exile university based in Vilnius.

The European Humanities University (EHU) was founded 12 years ago but closed down by the Belarus authorities in 2004. It moved from the capital of Belarus, Minsk, to Vilnius in Lithuania in spring 2005. 

The Secretary General of the Nordic Council of Ministers, Per Unckel, visited Vilnius in July, where one of the people he met was the Lithuanian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Antanas Valionis. One of the subjects they discussed was support for the Belorussian university, which is now having to try and make ends meet in exile.

The Ministers for Nordic Co-operation have discussed the possibility of some form of joint support for the EHU along with the European Union. In particular, they are studying the possibility of backing a major project funded by the EU programme European Initiative for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR). If the plans come to fruition, Nordic participation would involve joint funding. An application is expected to be submitted to the EU Commission in early October. It will propose a three-year project to teach some 350 students from Belarus in Vilnius. Five BA degree programmes and five MA degree programmes are planned.
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